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North Texas Hockey League 
Playoff Championship Rules 

2006-2007 Season 
 
 

PROCEDURES, POLICIES, RULES AND REGULATIONS 
  

The North Texas Hockey League Playoff Championship is governed by the rules of USA Hockey, and it is the 
responsibility of each player, coach and team manager to be familiar with these rules.  In addition, there are 
specific procedures, policies, rules and regulations that apply to the North Texas Hockey League Playoff 
Championship.  Please review and be familiar with these as well. Team Manager and Coaches signatures are 
required on this document prior to your team’s participation in tournament activities. (See Attached 
Sheet) 
 
PROCEDURES 
 

1. All Team Representatives (Manager or Coach) must check in at least one (1) hour before their scheduled 
first game to have their team cleared to play. Check-ins will occur at each rink. All outstanding matters 
pertaining to team credentials, league payments and USA Hockey verification (1-T, 2-T) must be resolved 
at the check desk. All team representatives are responsible to have available for all games, USA Hockey 
registration, birth certificates and Consent to Treat documents. In addition, all coaches must have their 
USA Hockey Coaching Education Program card. 

 
2. All team representatives are responsible for reviewing the North Texas Hockey League Playoff 

Championship Notice Board. This board, provided at each venue, contains all pertinent playoff information 
regarding game schedule changes, playoff event information, suspension notices, and other items of 
importance. 

 
3. Venue Coordinators will be available at each facility to answer questions regarding scheduling, playoff 

events, directions, score sheet availability, and other matters pertinent to the playoff operation. They will 
attempt to contact team representatives with time critical information. However, you are responsible for 
ensuring that you have all pertinent information for your team on a daily basis. 

 
4. Tournament Hockey Directors will also be available to answer any questions regarding specific hockey 

issues. They are responsible for all inquires or disputes regarding off-ice rule application or interpretation, 
player eligibility, disciplinary action and any other procedural disputes. The Tournament Hockey 
Directors will not overturn any dispute concerning rules and/or the judgment applied by on-ice 
officials. All decisions of the North Texas Hockey League Playoff Championship Hockey Directors 
are final. 

 
5. All teams will be assigned locker rooms posted at the front desk. Locker room keys are available from, and 

must be returned to, the rink staff at the front desk. Locker rooms must be vacated and cleaned, within 
twenty (20) minutes from the time a game ends. Keys may be picked up forty five (45) minutes prior to your 
game time. A team representative should be prepared to leave collateral (e.g. drivers license, car keys) 
when picking up locker room key. Each team needs to ensure that locker room is clean (no remaining 
trash/tape/food/drink) prior to vacating it. Team representatives are responsible for all damage done to the 
locker room or the facility. 

 
6. All teams must be ready to begin play fifteen (15) minutes prior to the scheduled start time of each game.  

The scorekeeper will begin a three (3) minute warm-up period when the Zamboni doors are closed and the 
referees are present on the ice. The clock will begin regardless of whether skaters are on the ice. The 
game will start at the conclusion of the warm-up period. If a team is not ready to begin at that time, it will be 
given a one (1) minute grace period. If a team is not ready to start at the conclusion of the grace period, the 
game will be forfeited (1– 0). 
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7. ALL PLAYERS SHALL REMAIN OFF THE ICE SURFACE UNTIL THE ZAMBONI DOORS HAVE BEEN 
COMPLETELY CLOSED AND ON-ICE OFFICIALS ARE PRESENT.  With the exception of the playoff 
final games, all players shall exit the ice surface immediately after the game.  The only team officials 
allowed on the player’s bench during a game are those registered with USA Hockey with appropriate 
Coaching Certificates. Anyone on the player’s bench must be listed on the team’s roster. Each team must 
provide a volunteer penalty box monitor. All parents, visitors and spectators other than the penalty box 
volunteer are to remain away from the player’s bench and penalty box areas; which may be marked as 
“Players, Coaches, Volunteers and Officials Only Beyond This Point”. 

 
8. Point Streak will be use for all playoff games. Copies of the scores sheets will be available from the venue 

coordinators prior to the start of the game. Any scratches from a game (player not dressing) must be 
reported on the score sheet and the Head Coach of each team must sign the score sheet approving the 
changes. A copy of the completed score sheet may be obtained from the venue coordinator approximately 
15 minutes after both teams have left the ice surface. Each team representative is responsible for checking 
the accuracy of the score sheet. Report all discrepancies to the venue coordinator prior to leaving the 
facility. 

 
9. Home and Visiting teams are indicated on the playoff schedule.  Home teams shall wear light colored 

jerseys and matching socks.  Visitors will wear dark jerseys and matching socks.  Teams may wear dark 
socks with light jerseys or vice-versa but both socks must be the same.  All jerseys must have a player 
number clearly displayed. Taped numbers or players without numbers will not be permitted to participate in 
the NTXHL Playoff games. Numbers worn must correspond to the ones listed on the scorekeeper’s roster.  
Home and Visitor benches are as indicated at the rink. 

 
POLICIES 

 
1. Alcoholic products are prohibited at all rink facilities outside of the bar area, if provided.  Anyone abusing or 

bringing alcoholic products into the building or parking lot will be asked to leave and the appropriate 
players/teams will be subject to suspension from the North Texas Hockey League Playoff Championship. 

 
2. Any person causing damage to rink property will be fined commensurate with the damage and will be 

removed from the premises and/or suspended from all North Texas Hockey League activities until the fine 
is paid in full.  All persons are subject to prosecution to the fullest extent of the law. 

 
3. The North Texas Hockey League supports USA Hockey Zero Tolerance initiatives and USA Hockey 

Code of Conducts will be enforced. There is zero tolerance for verbal abuse of any player, 
official, parent or spectator. North Texas Hockey League Playoff Championship Hockey Directors 
and/or Venue Coordinators or rink staff reserves the right to remove any violator from the premises 
for conduct they deem inappropriate. Team representatives and/or coaches are responsible for the 
actions and behaviors of their players, parents and fans ON and OFF the ice. Penalties/Suspensions 
may be assessed teams regarding this activity.  

 
4. Noisemakers are not allowed in the viewpoint (upstairs enclosed area) between the rinks and the lobby 

area. Those using noisemakers at the on-ice seating area are asked to be courteous of nearby spectators.  
All spectators are asked to remember that good sportsmanship demonstrated by all spectators is just as 
important as players’ conduct on ice. The primary purpose of this playoff is to provide a positive and fun 
atmosphere for all participants. 

 
REGULAR SEASON STANDINGS 

 
1. Standings at the end of the regular season will determine seeding and opponents for the Playoffs. Regular 

season results will be reviewed and certified by the league. Certified standings posted on the NTXHL 
website are official. 

 
2. Points will be awarded in the following manner for all regular season games. 

 
Win   2 points 
Tie   1 point 
Loss   0 points 
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3. If teams are tied in the standings based upon points awarded, then the following regular season tie-breaker 
formulas will be used to determine the order of finish (seeding) after regular season play.  

a. When two teams finish the regular season with identical League records the winner of the tie will 
be determined by: 
1) Head to head record between two tied teams 
2) Most wins overall against all regular season opponents 

 NOTE: As agreed to at the start of the Season: 
  Midget Minor AA games against the Texas Attack team will not be included 
  Bantam A2 Red games against the Texas Attack team will not be included 

3) Fewest goals allowed overall against all opponents 
4) Goal differential (Goals for minus goals against.) between two teams with equal points capped 

at a max of 5 per game 
5) Coin Toss 

 
b. When three or more division teams finish the regular season with identical league records the 

winner of the tie will be determined using the following tie-breakers in the listed order (Note, when 
a tie-breaker removes a team from the tie, the tie-breaking process for the remaining tied teams 
immediately begins again at Step 1): 
1) Head to head record between all teams with equal points using the same points system as 

regular season (Ex. Team 1’s combined record against Team 2 and Team 3). Only applies to 
divisions where each tied team played each other the same number of times. 

2) Most wins overall against all regular season opponents 
 NOTE: As agreed to at the start of the Season: 
  Midget Minor AA games against the Texas Attack team will not be included 
  Bantam A2 Red games against the Texas Attack team will not be included 

3) Fewest goals allowed overall against all opponents 
4) Goal differential (Goals for minus goals against.) between all teams with equal points capped 

at a max of 5 per game. Only applies to divisions where each tied team played each other the 
same number of times. 

5) Coin Toss 
 

4. Playoff seeding positions and opponents will be selected by the league and posted on the NTXHL website. 
 

PLAYOFF RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 

1. Specific North Texas Hockey League Playoff Championship Rules and Regulations are outlined below. 
USA Hockey Rules and Regulations apply unless a specific NTXHL Playoff rule stated below applies. All 
decisions of the North Texas Hockey League Playoff Championship Hockey Directors are final. 

 
2. Only players listed on the submitted North Texas Hockey League Playoff Championship Team roster may 

play in playoff games. A player’s name may only appear on one (1) roster for the League except for 
goaltenders that have NTXHL Board approval. Any team using a player not properly listed on the team 
roster or listed on more than one (1) roster will forfeit (1-0) any and all affected games. Any team using a 
player suspended for any reason will forfeit that game (1-0) and the suspended player will be suspended 
for the remainder of the playoff. Suspended players may attend playoff games but are not allowed near the 
player bench area. North Texas Hockey League game suspensions (prior to the playoff) carry over 
and still apply to the NTXHL Playoff games. 

 
3. Any match penalty will result in a playoff suspension. Game misconduct penalties will result in a minimum 

one game suspension. North Texas Hockey League Playoff Championship Hockey Directors 
decisions are final. Any players required to serve a suspension from prior USA Hockey game must 
complete suspension prior to playing first game, example: if a player has un-served suspension or incurred 
a suspension in their last game prior to the playoffs that player must serve the suspension before 
participating in the playoffs. 

 
15 Team penalties in a game 1 game suspension for Coach 
2 Major penalties in a game 1 game suspension for Player 

5 penalties in a game 1 game suspension for Player 
Checking from behind 5+10 intent to injure 1 game suspension, possible Match Penalty 

 
4. All players in The North Texas Hockey League Playoff Championship are required to wear mouth guards. 
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5. All Mite and Squirt teams are required to wear neck guards. There are no exceptions!  A minor penalty may 

result from each infraction. 
 
6. Helmets must be worn at all times during warm-ups, games, handshake line and in the penalty box and the 

bench area. 
 
7. Each team is responsible to provide its own penalty box monitor or attendant.  Penalty times for all 

divisions will be as follows: 
a. Minor     2 minutes 
b. Major     5 minutes 
c. Misconduct   10 minutes 
 

        * Penalties during running or stop time are of the same duration. 
 

NOTE:  “Checking from behind” results in a two (2) minute minor or five (5) minute major and a ten-minute 
misconduct penalty for the first offense. A second offense will result in a one game suspension. 
 

PLAYOFF GAME RULES 
 
1. NTXHL Playoff Format: 

 
 - Seeding will be determined by regular season standings 
 - Top 4 teams in each Division have a bye into the Semi-Final round. 
 - All remaining teams in the Division will play in the Qualifying round of playoffs.  
 - If only 5 teams are in a Division then the 5th team will get an automatic bye into the semi-finals 
 - For Divisions that have 5 or more teams in the Qualifying round, each team is guaranteed a 

minimum of 4 games. 
 - For Divisions that have less than 5 teams, NTXHL will have each team play as many games as 

needed to determine a winner. (Example; if only 2 teams in the Qualifying round, they will play a 
best 2 out of 3 series). 

 - The top team in the Qualifying round in each division will advance to the Semi-Final round.  
 - All Semi Final Division playoffs will consist of 5 teams. Each team will play each other once in a 

round robin playoff. The top two teams will advance to the Championship round. Playoff tie 
breaker rules will apply to break any ties. 

 -Championship round will consist of a 2 out of 3 series to determine the Champion. 
 

2. Playoff Game Times: 
 
  -Regulation time for Mite games are 3-11 minute periods, stop time 
  -Regulation time for Squirt games are 3-13 minute periods, stop time 
  -Regulation time for PeeWee, Bantam and Midget games are 3-15 minute periods, stop time 
 

Exception:  If at any time during the third period the goal differential reaches six  (6), the game clock will 
go to running time and will not stop for any reason other than at the direction of the on-ice officials until the 
game ends or the goal differential is reduced to less than six (6).  The game clock will not be stopped for 
goals scored, penalties, or any other reason while the “mercy rule” is in effect, unless directed by the on-ice 
officials. 
 

 If tied after 3 regulation periods then there will be a 1 minute break and then a 5 minute sudden death 
overtime period played with running clock. Clock will not stop for any reason other than at the 
direction of the on-ice officials and for the assessment of a penalty. Clock resumes with the face-off. 5 
Players and a Goalie will be used in the overtime. Penalties will carry over from regulation into 
the overtime. 

 
 If still tied after the overtime then a 3 player shootout will occur. Team must identify the 3 shooters to 

the on-ice officials before the shoot-out begins. Team scoring the most goals after each team’s 3 
shooters have completed will be the winner. Visiting team will shoot first.  
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 If still tied then the shootout will continue with a 4th shooter from each team, if still tied then the 
shootout continues until the tie is broken. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Any player who is still in the penalty box at the end of overtime will not be allowed to 

participate in the shootout. 
 

All players listed on the score sheet (except those who are in the penalty box at the end of overtime 
and the backup goalie) must participate in the shootout before repeat players can be used. If a player 
is listed on the score sheet and is not scratched then the game will be forfeited when that player 
becomes eligible to shoot during the shootout. 

 
 Each team shall be allowed one (1) time-out during any game. All time-outs will be one minute (1) in 
 duration. No timeouts during the overtime period. 

 
 Points will be awarded in the following manner for Playoff games. 

 
Win   2 points 
Tie (after regulation) 1 point 
Loss   0 points 
Overtime/Shootout win 1 point 

 
3. Playoff Tie Breaker Rules 
 
  If teams are tied after the Qualifying round based upon points awarded, then the following tie breaker rules 

 will be used to determine the team that advances to the Semi Finals.  
 

 Qualifying Round Tie Breakers 
  
 If two teams in a division remain undefeated in the Qualifying round and they have not played 
 each other then a 5th game will be played to determine the winner. 
 
 If two teams finish with identical records in the Qualifying round and have played each other then the 
 winner of the tie will be determined using the following tie-breakers in the order listed: 
 
  - Head to head record between two tied teams in the Qualifying round 
  - Most wins in the Qualifying round 

  - Goal differential (Goals for minus goals against) against all opponents in the Qualifying round 
  - Fewest goals allowed in Qualifying round against all opponents 
  - Coin Toss 

 
 If three or more teams finish with identical records (whether they are undefeated and/or played each 
 other) then teams will be eliminated using the following tie breaker in the order listed until only two teams 
 remain: 
  

  - Head to head record amongst the tied teams in the Qualifying round 
  - Most wins in the Qualifying round 

  - Goal differential (Goals for minus goals against) against all opponents in the Qualifying round 
  - Fewest goals allowed in Qualifying round against all opponents 
  - Coin Toss 
 

Note, when a tie-breaker rule removes a team from the tie, the tie breaking process for the remaining tied  
teams begins again in the order listed above. 

 
The remaining last two teams will play a 5th game to determine the winner. 
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 Semi Final Round Tie Breakers 
 
If two teams finish with identical records in the Semi Final round then the winner of the tie will be 
determined using the following tie breaker in the order listed: 

 
  - Head to head record between two tied teams in the Semi Final round 
  - Most wins in the Semi Final round 

  - Goal differential (Goals for minus goals against) against all opponents in the Semi Final round 
  - Fewest goals allowed in Semi Final round against all opponents 
  - Coin Toss 

 
 If three or more teams finish with identical records the winner of the Semi Final round will be determined 
 using the following tie-breaker in the order  listed: 
  

  - Head to head record amongst the tied teams in the Semi Final round 
  - Most wins in the Semi Final round 

  - Goal differential (Goals for minus goals against) against all opponents in the Semi Final round 
  - Fewest goals allowed in Semi Final round against all opponents 
  - Coin Toss 
 

Note, when a tie-breaker rule removes a team from the tie, the tie breaking process for the remaining tied  
teams begins again in the order listed above. 
 

7. North Texas Hockey League Playoff Championship Hockey Directors shall be responsible for resolving all 
 inquires or disputes regarding off-ice rule application or interpretation, player eligibility, disciplinary action 
 and any other procedural disputes. They will not overturn any dispute concerning rules and/or the 
 judgment applied by on-ice officials. All decisions of the North Texas Hockey League Playoff 
 Championship Hockey Directors are final. 
 

NOTE:  TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ADD TO, AMEND OR REMOVE, ANY NORTH 
TEXAS HOCKEY LEAGUE PLAYOFF CHAMPIONSHIP PROCEDURE, POLICY, RULE OR REGULATION 
PRIOR TO THE START OF THE TOURNAMENT. 
 
BY SIGNING THE ATTACHED SIGNATURE PAGE, I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I HAVE READ, 
UNDERSTAND, AND WILL ENSURE COMPLIANCE ON BEHALF OF MY TEAM. I AGREE TO 
ABIDE BY ALL DECISIONS AND PENALTIES ASSESED BY GAME OFFICIALS AND THE 
PLAYOFF DIRECTORS. 
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Team Signature Page 
 

Team Name___________________________________________________  
 

Age Bracket___________________________ 
 

By Signing Below I Acknowledge That I Have Read, Understand, And Will Ensure 
Compliance Of The North Texas Hockey League Procedures, Policies, Rules, And 
Regulations On Behalf Of My Team. I Agree To Abide By All Decisions And Penalties 
Assessed By The North Texas Hockey League Playoff Director. 
 

 
Signatures Required Below 

 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
Team Representative / Manager Signature 

 
 

_____________________________________________ 
Printed Name / Date 

 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
Team Head Coach Signature 

 
 

_____________________________________________ 
Printed Name / Date 

 
This form must be completed and returned to the Playoff Director or Venue Director 
prior to your team beginning playoff competition. Failure to do so will result in 
suspension of all team activities including forfeiture of all games and earned points. 
Only this signature page must be returned. Please keep the copy of the rules, 
policies, procedures, and regulations for your reference during the playoffs. 


